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Hanagasa Ondo - Rhapsodic Variations on a Japanese folk song, for piano

This piece was commissioned by Japanese pianist, Keiko Sato, seeking a work combining her
heritage and her western classical training. The piece consists of 5 variations on the Japanese
folk song, Hanagasa Hondo, interspersed by restatements of the main melody. The variations
pay homage to my favorite composers for the keyboard: Bach, Chopin, Brahms and
Rachmaninoff.

Hanagasa Ondo ({£4% 3 8H) is a folk song from Obanazawa, a city in the Yamagata prefecture
north of Tokyo, Japan. The name literally means "flower straw-hat song." The song was first
sung by the construction workers who built the artificial lake, Tokura, in 1911. Since 1963 the
song has been used to accompany a local community dance called the Hanagasa Odori ({655 1

D).

The song is in compound rhythm, and includes nonsensical cheering words of encouragement,
Ha Yassho Makkasho. These cheers, called kakegoe, encourage the musicians and the dancers.
The dance is performed with a simple straw hat decorated with synthetic flowers. About 10,000
dancers participate in this dance every year.
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